A Christening and a Muddle

Berlin terrain they only commit follies nowadays. Clumsi-
ness is becoming proverbial. The paper announces that
Jagow is giving a dinner for Kiderlen with San Giuliano
and Biilow. . . . The meeting with the latter will be
devoid of charm for either.

The attitude of the Austrian Heir-Apparent is becoming
more and more disturbing. It is mischiefmaking. He's
moving Heaven and Earth to get Aerenthal out of his post
and they say he will succeed. He's determined on war with
Italy and he exercises great influence over the Austrian Clerical
Party whom he uses for his schemes. He is hoping that a
war with Italy will re-establish the temporal power of the
Pope and believes he's got a mission from Above. They're
so frightened in Austria they're redoubling their prayers that
Heaven may prolong the days of the aged Emperor in-
definitely. The Archduke is coming on the 28th for the
baptism of the Crown Prince's fourth son. They asked him
to be Godfather, I do hope that the Emperor William will
talk firmly to him. This Heir is greatly in need of it.

Berlin, 2%th January, 1912.

The Austrian Archduke is due to arrive this morning as
also the Count of Turin. Pray God that the Emperor will
succeed in making him see reason, because he conducts him-
self like a runaway horse and lets himself go in a manner
which is not at all attractive. I ]piow from the most reliable
source that he's trying to upset Aerenthal with the help of
the Ultramontane Clerical Party which is so powerful in
Austria. Aerenthal is against the designs of the Heir and
they say his illness has been brought about by the irritation
and annoyances which he owes to the latter's opposition.

As regards the Godparents I forgot to tell you there was
A fearful muddle. It had been decided that the Queen of
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